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they would try to do so in the case of an Englishman.* If the identity of the visitor became revealed to his Mutowif it would be merely a question of " how much." You can bribe anybody to do anything in Arabian towns. If discovered by the townspeople in Mecca outside the pilgrimage season it is doubtful if anything very much would happen, except that the traveller would have to leave in a hurry. At Medina I fancy they are rather more fanatical on this point, for the shrine owes to its supposed exclusiveness much of its value in Moslem estimation. Also it is not so easy to get away from as Mecca.
But all the Sultan's horses and all the Sultan's men would not avail to save one who became known for a disguised " Effrengi " | in either place from the wild fury of the pilgrim mob at this season. A quick passage to a better world by a sword-thrust or bullet would probably be the best that could befall him, for a much more unpleasant end might well be feared. The only chance in such an emergency would be to repeat the Moslem profession of faith and endeavour to take refuge in the house of some influential person, such as the Shareef of Mecca.
It occasionally happens that Moslems of irreproachable antecedents are accused of being disguised Christians. The Turkish officer who took some of the photographs that appear in this book came near losing his life at the hands of some Magribi Arabs on the Day of Arafat: and I heard of a Russian pilgrim who, though he was, and his family had been, Moslem for generations, was saved with difficulty by the Turkish authorities at Yembu from an angry crowd excited by a peculiar form of headgear he was wearing, which resembled a European hat.
We had tried several times to visit the Bakeia, the cemetery outside the wall, where many of the most famous people in Mohammedan history lie buried. The gate however was kept locked owing to its being exposed to the enemy's fire, and for long we could not get in. At the beginning of the siege there had been several casualties
* This was written in 1909.    To-day I am not so sure, f This term, which is merely a corruption of " francais," is applied to Western Christians.